Amended 07/15/2003

Enacted 7/15/2003

Amended 7/15/2003


Introduced by Council President Holland:

ORDINANCE 2003-748-E

AN ORDINANCE PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY OF ORDINANCE 98-650-E ("AUTHORIZING ORDINANCE") CONCERNING THE HOGPEN CREEK/SEVEN PINE ISLAND COMMUNITY AND THE PROPOSAL BY A GROUP OF AFFECTED PROPERTY OWNERS WITHIN THAT COMMUNITY THAT THE CREEK ABUTTING THEIR PROPERTY BE DREDGED, AND THAT 50% OF THE PROJECT COST ($1,900,000) OF THE DREDGING AND THE ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH ADMINISTERING THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT BE ASSESSED TO THE ONE HUNDRED ELEVEN (111) PROPERTIES TO BE SPECIALLY BENEFITED BY THE DREDGING; AUTHORIZING THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ROLL AND PAYMENT OF ADVERTISING AND PUBLICATION EXPENDITURES AND OTHER COSTS RELATED TO THE PRELIMINARY STUDY AND PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ROLL; SEVERABILITY/ AUTHORIZING ORDINANCE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, by Ordinance 98-650-E (herein, the "Authorizing Ordinance"), the Council authorized the making of defined "Improvements" (which includes the dredging described herein) by Special Assessments; and 


WHEREAS, the Council has been duly petitioned by persons owning approximately eighty-one (81) of the one hundred eleven (111) properties ("Properties") in the Hogpen Creek/Seven Pine  Island community area to make Improvements, citizen petitions on file with the Legislative Services Division, by dredging the creek abutting the Properties and to pay for 50% of the dredging cost by Special Assessment as this equates to 72.97% of the residents in favor of the project; and 


WHEREAS, a Preliminary Study of the feasibility of such Improvement and Special Assessment has been conducted by the City’s Public Works Department and has resulted in a finding of project feasibility; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Improvements and Special Assessment/Per Lot Assessment Method.  The Council, pursuant to and in accordance with the Authorizing Ordinance, hereby provides for the Final Preliminary Study and development of the Preliminary Assessment Roll for the dredging of the creek as shown in the Plat Map attached hereto as Exhibit A. Exhibit A also depicts the benefiting properties.  Fifty percent (50%) of the dredging costs (Project Cost), including the City’s cost to administer the special assessments, will be paid by the benefiting property owners by Special Assessment.  The Project Costs are described in Exhibit B attached hereto.   The Special Assessment shall be made on a per lot basis, as each of the parcels comprising the Properties has access to the creek and is deemed to equally benefit from the dredging and said per lot assessment is deemed an equitable method of assessment in compliance with the Authorizing Ordinance.


Section 2.

Dredge Spoil Site.  The Special Assessment and the project is contingent on the City’s ability and success in obtaining a spoil site and dredging bids that are within the total cost estimates.  


Section 3.

Project Cost.  The estimated Project Cost for dredging is $1,900,000 (see Exhibit B), fifty percent (50%) of which will be assessed to the benefited property owners as a Special Assessment.  The maximum assessment per property is contingent on the final number of parcels deemed to benefit from the dredging project.  The specific payment amounts shall be set forth in the Preliminary Assessment Roll to be prepared as part of the Final Preliminary Study and the assessments shall be due as set forth in the Authorizing Ordinance (98-650-E).  The up-front costs of the Project, including the advertising costs, administrative costs, and any contracting costs, which must be paid before the funds from the Special Assessment are collected, are authorized to be paid from available funds within the Special Assessment Fund authorized in Section 3 of the Authorizing Ordinance and, if approved, will be charged back to this Project.


Section 4.

Severability/Authorizing Ordinance.  If any one or more of the provisions of this Ordinance (or the Authorizing Ordinance) should be held to be contrary to any express provision of law or to be contrary to the policy of express law, though not expressly prohibited, or to be against public policy, or should for any reason whatsoever be held invalid, then such provisions shall be null and void and shall be deemed separate from the remaining provisions of, and in no way affect the validity of, all the other provisions of this Ordinance (or the Authorizing Ordinance). The Council shall undertake future action in accord with the Authorizing Ordinance to place the final amount as determined upon completion of the dredging of the Special Assessment.


Section 5.

Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

/s/ Jason R. Teal
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